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My Four Central Arguments

• PAS violates the intrinsic dignity of the human person.
• PAS puts the vulnerable at risk as it shifts our understanding of 

what lives are valuable and which lives are worthy of protection 
and public support.

• PAS, when legalized, takes on a logic of its own that goes well 
beyond the original intention. 

• PAS – when understood as health care – undermines the very 
nature of any coherent understanding of a profession or practice 
of medicine geared toward certain ends. 































Who is advocating for physician assisted suicide?  Why might people request it?







“But unlike abortion, this only affects one person – let people decide for themselves!”









We need a coherent way to think about suicide in this country. 







“You religious people need to keep your beliefs off my body.”









“I want to die peacefully and in control.”















“But aren’t more choices always a good thing?”



















The law is a teacher.

























“Medical traditions are notoriously difficult 
to uproot, and academic medicine does not 
easily tolerate ethical dissent.

One of the great mysteries of human behavior 
is how institutions create social worlds where 
unthinkable practices come to seem normal.”







We shall not weary, we shall not rest until all the elderly who 

have run life’s course are protected against despair and 

abandonment. Protected by the rule of law and the bonds of love. 

We shall not weary, we shall not rest, as we stand guard at the 

entrance gates and the exit gates of life, and at every step along 

the way of life, bearing witness in word and deed to the dignity of 

the human person – of every person. 

– Richard John Neuhaus
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