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Are human beings valuable?

Why are they valuable?

Do all human beings have equal value? Why or why not?















“Carbon is not a man, nor salt nor water, nor calcium. He is all 
these, but he is much more, much more; and the land is so 
much more than its analysis. That man who is more than his 
chemistry . . . that man who is more than his elements knows 
the land that is more than its analysis. But the machine man, 
driving a dead tractor on land he does not know and love, 
understands only chemistry; and he is contemptuous of the 
land and of himself”  -Steinbeck, Grapes of Wrath





“breathing masses of flesh, fashioned in the shape of men, but shorn of all other 
human attributes….mere organisms, masses of flesh and bone in human shape.”  
--- American physician Samuel Gridley Howe

“Race Dehumanization, and Disability,” Dehumanization Matters Substack, October 26, 2022 David Livingstone Smith























• How does our current conception of health reflect our vision of human 
dignity?

• How does our current definition of healthcare reflect our thinking about 
human dignity?





























We honor the dignity of our patients by talking about them truthfully
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