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RESOLUTION 2023-C

SUBIJECT: Improving Discharge Outcomes for Patients Experiencing Homelessness
SUBMITTED TO: Michigan Osteopathic Association House of Delegates

SUBMITTED BY: Council of Interns and Residents

REFERRED TO: Public Affairs Reference Committee

RECOMMENDATION: Approve as Amended

ACTION TAKEN AT THE MOA HOD:

WHEREAS, people with chronic conditions experiencing homelessness have higher rates of
hospitalizations than people who are housed, and healthcare costs are 3.4 times higher for
unsheltered versus sheltered individuals with inpatient medical costs that are 4.1 times higher for
unsheltered individuals when compared to sheltered; and

WHEREAS, barriers to accessing care such as lack of insurance and transportation, as well as poor
continuity of care result in frequent visits by those experiencing homelessness to the emergency
department as their primary or only source of health care, and following discharge, these patients
have a greater risk of returning to the emergency department with readmission, typically for the
same or a similar diagnosis as their initial visit; and

WHEREAS, each year, approximately 1,100 individuals living on the street, in tents, in cars, or in
places not fit for human habitation are connected to shelter, housing, behavioral health supports,
and other resources for their safety and well-being through Michigan’s Projects for Assistance in
Transition from Homelessness (PATH) program and other street outreach funding; and

WHEREAS, medical respite programs in Michigan,such-as-HomeownersProperty-Exemption
(—HGPE)—&Fe de5|gnated for those experlencmg homelessness aﬂd—these—\mqe—aFe-FeeeveFmg—ﬁFem

programs may be underutlllzed due to the Iack of mformatlon to prowders about such programs;
now, therefore be it




RESOLVED, that the MOA collaberate-with-relevantstakeholderste ENCOURAGE EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR physicians on executing holistic, cost-effective and evidence-based discharge
planning while being cognisant of the unique healthcare and social needs of individuals
experiencing homelessness; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the MOA ADVOCATE FOR AND encourage the collaborative efforts and
communication between health systems, street medicine outreach programs, primary care
providers, recuperative care centers, and other stakeholders; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that the MOA DEVELOP A TASK FORCE THAT WILL EVALUATE THE CURRENT STATE OF
TRANSITIONS INCARE FOR THE UNHOUSED POPULATION IN MICHIGAN AND REPORT BACK WITH

FISCAL NOTE:

REFER TO:




76
77

78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88

References
Del Buono, Benedict C., et al. “Prioritizing homelessness in emergency medicine education: A

concept paper.” NCBI, 23 June 2022, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9222893/.
Accessed 17 February 2023.

Gilchrist, Garlin. “Ending Homelessness In Michigan.” Ending Homelessness In Michigan, State of
Michigan, 2021, https://www.michigan.gov/mcteh/-/media/Project/Websites/mcteh/Annual-
Reports/2021-Annual-Report_pages-
1024.pdf?rev=347e2067015c4d2c82bc727a620fe021&hash=0C7B029D41235B56224C09D6A7FEC6
B1. Accessed 17 February 2023.

MICHIGAN’S CAMPAIGN TO END HOMELESSNESS. “MICHIGAN’S CAMPAIGN TO END
HOMELESSNESS.” MCTEH Action Plan, State of Michigan, 2023, https://www.michigan.gov/mcteh/-
/media/Project/Websites/mcteh/2023-25-MCTEH-Action-Plan-and-related-items/MCTEH-Action-
Plan-2023-25.pdf?rev=0410a3c5d92d40aab2e12f1245b74cdf. Accessed 17 2 2023.



