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Public Health Laboratories (PHLs): 
Testing Algorithm 



Commercial Laboratories: Testing Algorithm 
Current confirmed 
commercial labs:
• Labcorp
• Maye
• Aegis
• Quest
• Sonic



Acceptable Specimens: Bureau of Laboratories
• Dry swab of lesion.

• Polyester, Nylon, or Dacron swabs 
with a plastic shaft

• Swabs can be collected from up to 
three lesions on different areas of the 
body.

• Separate swab per collection site 
(i.e., one swab for lesion on arm 
and one for lesion on leg).

• Up to two swabs per lesion 
(additional swab sent to CDC for 
monkeypox virus 
characterization).

• To collect, vigorously swab or brush 
lesion with dry swab. 

• If two swabs are collected from 
a lesion, they may be placed in 
the same container. 

• Ensure collection site is clearly 
labelled on specimen container 
(i.e., arm, groin, anus).

• Break off or cut the shaft and place 
swab in a sterile container (i.e., urine 
cup, conical tube, or 2 ml tube with 
screw cap).



Other Acceptable Specimens

• Skin or crust from roof of vesicle (Bureau of Laboratories).

• Swab in Viral Transport Medium (VTM);  will be sent to CDC for testing.

• Specimen types and collection instructions for commercial laboratories.
• Confirm with the submission laboratory before collecting.



Storage and Shipping: Bureau of Laboratories 

• Refrigerate (2-8°C) or freeze 
(-20°C or lower) specimens within 
an hour after collection. 

• If specimens are refrigerated send 
on cold packs and if frozen send on 
dry ice. 

• Refrigerated specimens can be 
stored for up to seven days and 
frozen specimens may be stored 
for up to a month. 

• Samples may be shipped to 
MDHHS BOL as Category B.

• Check with your system’s 
lab to gain assistance or 
reach out to your LHD if 
needed.



Requisition Forms
• DCH-1396 form

• Available: 
Michigan.gov/mdhhslab

• Go to “Test Requests” and 
then select the form which 
is at bottom of list.

• Please complete as best as 
possible with two identifiers 
that match the samples (i.e., 
full name and DOB).



Vaccinia/Variola/Pox Virus Test Requisition



Monkeypox Specimen Submission MDHHS –
Bureau of Laboratories

Michigan.gov/mdhhslab



Common Specimen Submission Errors

§ Specimen Label – Two unique identifiers required 
§ Full legal name, date of birth, patient number – matches Test 

Requisition Form
§ Date of collection
§ Collection site (groin, face, mouth, etc.)

§ Improper Packaging – Category B (UN3373) packaging requirements 
– ship cold

§ Incomplete Test Requisition Form – missing required information
§ Submitter information
§ Patient name
§ Date of birth
§ Date of collection
§ Specimen source – lesion, scab, body location



Resources

• Preparation and Collection of Specimens | 
Monkeypox | Poxvirus | CDC

• Microsoft Word -
DCH_1396_55931_7_rev_03_2022 (1) 
(michigan.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/clinicians/prep-collection-specimens.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/BOL/DCH_1396.pdf?rev=8ea6cbb53486442caea1b3a083939f84&hash=64265EEDFAF60B12F20854D5E8EE48A8


Questions or Comments

• Diana K. Riner, MS, PhD, MDHHS Virology and Immunology Section Manager
RinerD@Michigan.gov

• Marty K. Soehnlen, PhD, MPH, PHLD(ABB), MDHHS Director of Infectious Disease
SoehnlenM@Michigan.gov

• Matthew Bashore, MPH, MDHHS Manager DASH Central Receiving Unit
BashoreM@Michigan.gov


