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• Reductions in overdose and overall death rates
• Reductions in opioid use and other substance use/misuse
• Improved HIV and Hep C outcomes 
• Increased likelihood that a person will remain in treatment
• Reduced criminal justice involvement
• Increased likelihood of employment
• Recent evidence suggesting cost effective and improved quality of life

(Norton et al 2017, Altice et al 1999, Kenworthy et al., 2017; Nosyk et al., 2015
Schwartz et al 2013, Sordo et al 2017)
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9 out of 10 people with a 
substance use disorder 
started using alcohol and 
marijuana before they 
turned 18.
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Craving
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Shame
Self Doubt

Stress Insatiable 
desire for 

mood-
altering 

experiences

Mounting 
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